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The Pious Fund Award. 

The arbitrators chosen from the Hague Court to 
settle the Pious Fund controversy have made quick 
work of the case, as it was expected they would. 
The arguments were finished on the first day of 
October, and two weeks later, on the fourteenth, the 
arbitrators announced their award. The decision 
was unanimous, and in favor of the United States. 

The amount which Mexico will pay under the 
award is $1,420,682.67. This is interest at six per 
cent, since 1869 on the fund which Mexico has had 
in her possession, contributed originally in Spain, for 
the benefit of the Catholics of California, but on 
which she has declined to pay interest since that 
time. The award further stipulates that the govern- 
ment of Mexico shall hereafter pay annually to the gov- 
ernment of the United States for the California Catho- 
lics the interest sum of $43,030.99 in Mexican cur- 
rency. This decision, then, disposes of the case finally. 

The arbitrators, as we have before pointed out, 
were all men of the highest ability and character, and 
of large judicial experience. They were Sir Edward 
Fry of England, former chief justice of the Court of 
Appeals, F. de Martens, the distinguished Russian 
jurist and international arbitrator, Chief Justice Guar- 



naschelli of the Court of Cassation at Rome, Dr. Loh- 
man, an eminent Dutch jurist, and Dr. Matzen, presi- 
dent of the Danish parliament, who was chosen by 
these as the fifth member and president of the Court. 

The fact that these five men all agreed in judgment 
on the case is noteworthy, and makes it clear that the 
settlement was probably as nearly on the basis of 
exact justice as possible. Though we had, from a 
careful study of the case, never seen how there could 
possibly be any other award than that which has been 
rendered, we could have wished that right might 
have been found on the other side, as Mexico is not 
a rich country. She is prosperous, however, and will 
not find it difficult to pay this sum each year. 

The case has been generally considered to be one 
of relatively small importance. But when it is noted 
that the annual sum decreed to be paid by Mexico is 
to be given in perpetuity, and that the amount will 
be about one million dollars every twenty-five years, 
the significance of it really seems to have been much 
underestimated. From this point of view the settle- 
ment is one of very great importance in its bearings 
on the sacredness and permanence of international 
justice, and will do much to give the world a proper 
idea of the majesty of the World Court. It would 
have been difficult after all to find a case better 
suited to inaugurate the great tribunal. 

The case for the United States seems to have been 
most ably and thoroughly presented to the Court by 
the agent, Mr. Ralston of Washington, aided by Sen- 
ator Stewart, Judge Penfield of the State Department, 
Mr. McEnerney of San Francisco and Senator Des- 
camps of Belgium. They supported their case with 
various documents showing that the Pious Fund had 
been recognized by all the authorities of Mexico as 
belonging to the California Catholics. They also 
took the ground of res judicata, that is, that the case 
had really been determined in 1868-69 by the arbitra- 
tion of Sir Edward Thornton, to whom the case was 
referred by the joint Mexican claims commission. 

Mr. Pardo, the agent for Mexico, was aided by 
Mr. de la Croix and by Mr. Baerneert, one of the 
most distinguished jurists of Belgium. They pre- 
sented no documents and rested their case on the 
general theory that the Pious Fund was established 
for the political conquest of California, that the right 
of disposing of the fund belonged to the Spanish 
government and afterwards to that of Mexico, and 
never to the Roman Catholic Church as such, and 
that, as Mexican law prohibits religious associations 



